Understanding the Kingdom of
Darkness and the Title "Satan”

by Michael K. Lake, Th.D.

| have always been amazed at the depth of the God’s Word. The more | grow, the more |
discover wonderful truths in the Word | have never seen before. In this article, | want to share
some things the Holy Spirit has been sharing with me about the battle we are currently in.

The Kingdom of Darkness is made up of many types of angels and demonic forces. The Apostle
Paul gives us a glimpse of them in the Book of Ephesians:

Ephesians 6:12 (NKJV)

2For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places.

It is clear from the writings of Paul that there is a rank and file or levels of authority and power
in the Kingdom of Darkness. | want to first center in on "principalities." The Greek word
translated "principalities" is arche . Arche means "1) beginning, origin; 2) the person or thing
that commences, the first person or thing in a series, the leader; 3) that by which anything
begins to be, the origin, the active cause; 4) the extremity of a thing; 4a) of the corners of a
sail; 5) the first place, principality, rule, magistracy; 5a) of angels and demons." ! Hence, we
can deduce the arche are the first ones and the most power that God created.

There are many references to this supreme level of angelic beings throughout the Word of God,
if you know what you are looking for. In Scripture, they are first referred to as b'nai ha elohim
or "the sons of God." Dr. Michael S. Heiser is a noted biblical scholar and expert is ancient
biblical languages. Dr. Heiser has done extensive research into what has become known as
"The Divine Council." > Here are some interesting things about the Divine Council that you
should know:

The Sons of God rejoiced and sang at creation.

Job 38:7 (NKJV)
?When the morning stars sang together, And all the sons of God shouted for joy?

Note: Science has recently discovered that stars sing and each one has a unique song.
The longitudinal vibrations of each star can be converted to music. 3 The very stars
reflect the reality of what the sons of God did at creation. It also shows us that creation
continues to worship the Creator in song!

They appear before God to give account of their activities.
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Job 1:6 (NKJV)
®Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the
LORD, and Satan also came among them.

Job 2:1 (NKJV)
! Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the
LORD, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD.

One third of the Council fell with Lucifer.

Revelation 12:4 (NKJV)

*His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon
stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it
was born.

Revelation 12:7-8 (NKJV)

7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the
dragon and his angels fought, ® but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in
heaven any longer.

Note: Many commentators, to include Finis Dake, believe these verses are
parenthetical in the Book of Revelation. Parenthetical means it is a "flashback" in time
to reveal a truth. Whether it is parenthetical or in the exact sequence of events during
the Tribulation period, God is casting out Lucifer and the Council members that aligned
themselves with Lucifer.

At the Tower of Babel, God divided the tribes of mankind to the seventy council members
(possibly the ones that fell).

Deuteronomy 32:8 (RSV)
When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of
men, he fixed the bounds of the peoples according to the number of the sons of God.

Note: The RSV provides an alternative rendering of this passage. The KJV states "the
children of Israel." This variant is based on the 3rd-Century BCE translation of the
Hebrew Scriptures into Greek, the Septuagint, as well as Hebrew manuscripts of
Deuteronomy found among the Dead Sea Scrolls in Qumran.*

Man began worshipping these fallen council members instead of God.

Deuteronomy 4:19 (ASV)

1 and lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun and the moon
and the stars, even all the host of heaven, thou be drawn away and worship them, and
serve them, which Jehovah thy God hath allotted unto all the peoples under the whole
heaven.
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Note: The heavenly hosts or the hosts of heaven refer to members of this angelic
council.” Instead of guiding the direction of the 70 tribes of the gentiles, they began to
receive worship from them.

Some of these Council members took women as their wives and produced giants that
resulted in the Flood of Noah.

Genesis 6:1-4 (NKJV)

"Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and
daughters were born to them, ? that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they
were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of all whom they chose. * And the
LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his
days shall be one hundred and twenty years." * There were giants on the earth in those
days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men and they
bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.

We can see many places in Scripture where fallen members of the Divine Council were over
Gentile nations. One of the most obvious is found in the Book of Daniel:

Daniel 10:13 (NKJV)

3 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days; and behold,
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left alone there with
the kings of Persia.

It is important to understand that every Gentile nation has a Council member of darkness over
them. It was understood in the ancient world that there were seventy that matched the
original tribes at the Tower of Babel. Esoteric groups that embraced the hermetic principle
from Greece later changed the number to seventy-two (possibly because it was more
mathematically perfect). ° This understanding of these more seventy-two Council members
was incorporated by the developers of the Kabbalah, and later on by Freemasonry. In
Freemasonry, this can be seen in two very public places:

The Apotheosis of George Washington in the eye of the rotunda at our nation's
capital. Apotheosis comes from the Greek apotheoun "to deify", in Latin deificatio,
and later in Italian gidvino, "to be made divine"), refers to the exaltation of a subject to
divine level. The term has meanings in theology, where it refers to a belief, and in art,
where it refers to a genre. In theology, the term apotheosis refers to the idea that an
individual has been raised to godlike stature. In art, the term refers to the treatment of
any subject (a figure, group, locale, motif, convention or melody) in a particularly grand
or exalted manner.” Freemasonry believes that our first president became a "god" at
death. You can view pictures of this painting at:
http://www.aoc.gov/cc/art/rotunda/apotheosis/apotheosis 1.cfm. Washington is
seated among a pagan pantheon of gods and is surrounded by 72 stars (represented the
fallen angels that are over the gentile nations).
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The unfinished pyramid on the back of the seal of the United State (and our one dollar
bill). There are 72 bricks on the pyramid, each believed to be essential for the coming
“New World Order.”

These fallen Council members, and most likely, all the subdivisions of angelic hosts that were
subordinate to them fell with Lucifer. They are all a part of the Kingdom of Darkness.

With the calling of Abraham, God began to extrapolate a people from these pagan tribes for
Himself. Abraham was originally a citizen of Babylon (the cradle of all paganism) and was
called him into covenant with God Himself. The moment that Abraham answered the call, he
moved from the authority of darkness over Babylon to the authority of Almighty God. From
Abraham sprang a people that belonged to God and were to only stay under His authority. This
is one of the reasons Almighty God continually warned them not to entangle themselves with
pagan practices.

From the loins of Father Abraham came One born from the House of Judah that was the Word
made flesh - Jesus of Nazareth. Through the completed work of the Cross, Jesus was able to
gather people of every tribe and kindred into His Kingdom and deliver them from the authority
of these fallen angels.

Colossians 1:13-14 (NKJV)

" He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of
the Son of His love, '*in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness
of sins.

Each Kingdom Mirrors Its Lord

Everything in the Kingdom of God lines itself up with God, for it is His domain. This same
alignment occurs in the Kingdom of Darkness. In that kingdom, everything lines up with Lucifer.

Over the years, | have heard it taught that when Lucifer fell that his name was changed to
Satan. Although this is partly true, | believe it also reflects a misunderstanding of the use of
descriptive names in the Word of God. Almighty God is called "the LORD of Hosts." This was
not a name change, rather it is a title describing who He is. Satan (or haSatan in the Hebrew)
means "Adversary." Lucifer and his Kingdom of Darkness have taken an adversarial role against
both God (thus His Kingdom) and all mankind. Not understanding this truth can cause several
problems in the life of a believer:

1. Not realizing that any agent of the Kingdom of Darkness can fulfill the role as a
Satan causes us to think that Lucifer is more powerful than he really is. Lucifer is not
omnipresent. He is restricted to one location in space-time. Any of the levels of
authority that Paul mentions in Ephesians 6 can be a Satan or Adversary in our lives.
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2. The very nature of the Kingdom of Darkness is adversarial. “Adversary” mean
"one that contends with, opposes, or resists." ® Any time the Kingdom of God begins to
move or we begin to move with God, the Kingdom of Darkness immediately raises up to
"content, oppose, and resist" both us and God.

Somehow in our contemporary theology, we have forgotten the adversarial role of the Kingdom
of Darkness. We are being taught by some that if we are in the perfect will of God and moving
in obedience (and faith) that everything will flow smoothly and it will be "roses and sunshine."
The biblical account is that the Kingdom of Darkness only rises up as an adversary when God
begins to move and mankind becomes obedient. This is why the Apostle Paul continues in
teaching about these forces with the admonition:

Ephesians 6:10-11 (NKJV)
'"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. '’ Put on the
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

Ephesians 6:13-18 (NKJV)

13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having done all, to stand. ' Stand therefore, having girded your waist with
truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, '* and having shod your feet with the
preparation of the gospel of peace; ' above all, taking the shield of faith with which you
will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. '’ And take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; '® praying always with
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance
and supplication for all the saints--

We need to understand and plan for the enemy to take up an adversarial role anytime we are
obedient to God. This can range from answering the call to prepare for ministry at BLCS to
starting a new work for God (and about everything else in between). When we plan for
resistance and take a stand of faithful and diligent obedience, Heaven will begin to take an
adversarial role against the working of the enemy! But you have got to stand and be faithful to
activate the counter-pressure! The counter-pressure begins to flow when you realize who
Jesus is and who He is in you. Jesus promised us:

Matthew 16:18 (NKJV)
'8 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and
the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

The Church is built upon the rock of revelation of who Jesus is and what He has accomplished
for us. This revelational truth is so powerful that even Lucifer's Council of Darkness cannot
prevail against it!

Our preparedness for a fight because of obedience turns life's situation into God's Spiritual
Gym. We enter into "resistance training" that develops maturity and spiritual muscle in our
lives. The Apostle James said it this way:
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James 1:2-4 (NKJV)

My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, * knowing that the testing
of your faith produces patience. *But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be
perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

The testing of our faith (i.e. obedience) produces patience. | believe patience is the ability to
hold fast and continue in obedience until God reveals the next step. Patience doesn’t quit,
rather it pushes on in faithful obedience to victory. The result of God's Spiritual Gym is that you
can become "perfect and complete." The word "perfect" is teleios in the Greek. Teleios
means "1) brought to its end, finished; 2) wanting nothing necessary to completeness; 3)
perfect; 4) that which is perfect; 4a) consummate human integrity and virtue; 4b) of men; 4b1)
full grown, adult, of full age, mature."® The word "complete" (or "entire" in the KIV) is
holokleros, which means " 1) complete in all its parts, in no part wanting or unsound, complete,
entire, whole; 1a) of a body without blemish or defect, whether of a priest or of a victim; 1b)
free from sin, faultless; 1c) complete in all respects, consummate." 10

These two powerful Greek words paint a wonderful picture of a mature believer that has grown
in spiritual resistance training. God has called all of us to attain this level of spiritual maturity,
and has placed all of the resources necessary to get us there.

Every time | go to a gym to exercise, | expect resistance from the weights. By preparing myself

and expecting the resistance will help me in overcoming it. In fact, in the gym, the goal is to be

able to handle greater resistance as you develop your strength. | believe the same is true for us
in our spiritual battles.

The Kingdom of Darkness will always oppose what God is trying to do in you and through you.
When you prepare yourself in the Lord, and understand the nature of Kingdoms, you begin to
learn to hold your ground and press forward. We are promised overcoming strength in
Scripture. The world Overcomer is living on the inside of us. Jesus has already beaten all the
Kingdom of Darkness when He was raised victorious over death, hell, and the grave. We need
to develop a lifestyle of expecting resistance from the enemy, and then holding fast to who
Jesus is for His victory to flow through us. The Lord will then use every situation to mature us
for His glory. Remember, Peter was able to walk on the water as long as he was looking at
Jesus!

1 John 4:4 (NKJV)
*You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is
greater than he who is in the world.

© Copyright 2010 by Michael K. Lake, Th.D. All Rights Reserved.

6 | Understanding the Kingdom of Darkness and the Title "Satan"



About the Author

Dr. Michael K. Lake is the founder and chancellor of Biblical Life College &
Seminary (www.biblical-life.com), the president of Biblical Life Publishing
(www.biblical-life.net) and the Pastor of Biblical Life Assembly
(www.biblicallifeassembly.org). He has been teaching and mentoring those
called to ministry for over 28 years. Dr. Lake is known for his “where the rubber meets the
road” teaching style that makes complex theological concepts easy for all to understand and
live out in their daily lives.

Article Endnotes

' Strong's Enhanced Lexicon. BibleWorks for Windows 7.0. BibleWorks, LLC, Norfolk, VA. Copyright @ 2006.
2 Dr. Heisler has posted some introductory articles that can be downloaded free of charge on the Divine Council at
his website: http://www.thedivinecouncil.com .

* Article: The Sun Sings: Musical Sounds from the Atmosphere Revealed. Scientific Computing -
http://www.scientificcomputing.com/News-DS-The-Sun-Sings-062210.aspx

4 Huie, Byrian. Article: The Heavenly Divine Council. Copyright 2010.
http://www.herealittletherealittle.net/index.cfm?page_name=Divine-Council

> Marshall, I. Howard. New Bible Dictionary 3rd Edition. IVP Academic, Downers Grove, IL Copyright 1996.

6 Goodgame, Peter. Article: The Divine Council and the Kabbalah. Red Moon Rising Publishing.
http://www.redmoonrising.com/agenda.htm.

’ Definition from Wikipedia. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apotheosis

® Definition from the Merriam-Webster Dictionary: http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/adversary

® Strong's Enhanced Lexicon. BibleWorks for Windows 7.0. BibleWorks, LLC, Norfolk, VA. Copyright © 2006.
10 1.
Ibid.

7 | Understanding the Kingdom of Darkness and the Title "Satan”



